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Purpose

This resource is intended to serve as a reference for wound documentation for debridement. This resource was
developed utilizing Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) guidelines and requirements and can be
referenced for further details.

Excisional Debridement - Surgical removal of necrotic or devitalized tissue that, at a minimum, continues until healthy,
viable bleeding tissue is encountered.

CPT Code Description

Debridement of subcutaneous tissue, which involves the removal of dead, damaged,
11042 or infected tissue to help a wound heal. This specific code applies when the debridement covers
an area of 20 square centimeters or less.

Add-on code that can only be reported in conjunction with CPT 11042 to report each additional

+11045 20 sqg. cm of subcutaneous tissue only

Debridement, muscle and/or fascia (includes epidermis, dermis, and subcutaneous tissue,
11043 . .

if performed) first 20 sq. cm or less.
+11046 Debridement of muscle and/or fascia, which includes the epidermis, dermis, and subcutaneous

tissue, if performed, for each additional 20 cm? or part thereof.

Reimbursement

CPT Code CMS National Non-Facility Payment Amount 2026
11042 $133.60 0.98
11045 $42.29 0.49
11043 $241.01 2.63
11046 $76.87 1.00

CPT Coding Instructions:

The CPT manual states that, “when performing debridement of a single wound, report depth using the deepest level
of tissue removed. In multiple wounds, sum the surface area of those wounds that are at the same depth, but do not
combine sums from different depths.”
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare/physician-fee-schedule/search/overview
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The HCClntelligence™ Community provides exclusive access to a wealth of resources
tailored for home-based medical care professionals. Benefit from free access to our entire
library of online courses and HCClntelligence™ Premier Resources. Engage in 1-on-1 Office Hour
sessions with a subject matter expert in home-based medical care, including a nationally Certified
Professional Coder (CPC®). Participate in a Discussion Forum to connect with peers, including our
House Call Advisor Network, and stay on the leading edge of home-based medical care. Utilize
our propriety Al-driven chatbot, built on the expertise of seasoned house call professionals, to
access expert-curated home-based medical care insights, best practices, and real-time solutions.

HCClntelligence™ is for educational
and informational purposes only and
should not be relied upon as medical
advice. Information is accurate at the
time of publication and is subject to
change year to year.

Join the HCClntelligence™ Community at
bit.ly/hccintelligence-community.
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